
2015: International 
Year of Soils
The 68th UN General Assembly declared

2015 the International Year of Soils (IYS)

The specific objectives of the IYS 2015

were to:

o Raise full awareness among civil

society and decision makers about the

profound importance of soil for human

life

o Educate the public about the crucial

role soil plays in food security, climate

change adaptation and mitigation,

essential ecosystem services, poverty

alleviation and sustainable

development

o Support effective policies and actions

for the sustainable management and

protection of soil resources

o Promote investment in sustainable soil

management activities to develop and

maintain healthy soils for different land

users and population groups

o Strengthen initiatives in connection

with the SDG process (Sustainable

Development Goals) and Post-2015

agenda

o Advocate for rapid capacity

enhancement for soil information

collection and monitoring at all levels

(global, regional and national)

Forest Food Festival : AN Adaptive strategy for 

food insecurity due to climate change 

In the backdrop of climate change to

havefood securityfor vulnerable

communitiesin tune with UN declared

17sustainabledevelopmentgoals,the

Department of Ecology, Environment

andRemoteSensing,J&K Government,

organizedone day ForestFood Festival

(JanglekKhazaneTeAmikh Khen

Chen) on 4th of October, 2015 at

Instituteof Hotel Management(IHM)

Rajbagh, Srinagar. The function was

organizedin collaborationwith various

stakeholders,namely, The Energy and

ResourcesInstitute(TERI) New Delhi,

Central Institute of Temperate

Horticulture (CITH), Department of

Botany&

Department of Food Science and

Technology(Universityof Kashmir),

Department of Botany (University of

Jammu),Civil SocietyMembers

represented by Environment Policy

Group (EPG) and Centre for

Conservation

of Culture and Heritage (CCCH),

Directorateof SchoolEducation(DSEK),

State Forest ResearchInstitute, Forest

ProtectionForce,CulturalAcademy

J&K Govt., J&K Medicinal PlantBoard.

Theaim of thefunctionwasto

sensitize the senior forest officials,

academicians,researchscholars,students

andartisans.

Jenab Abdul Majid Padder, Honôble

Minister of Statefor Forests

Environmentand Ecology was the chief

guestof thefunction, in hisspeech,he

emphasisedthe importance of forest

foodsandvalueadditionandneedfor

cultivation on farmlands. He highlighted

theneedto focusoneco-friendly

practicesto minimize garbagegeneration

andto adaptto climatechangewhile

preserving fragile ecosystems. He said

thatextreme
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weatherconditionslike

cloudburstsareescalatingandcall for

correctiveandprotectivemeasures.

This amplifies imbalances and

jeopardizesopportunitiesfor local

communities.

The HonôbleMinister for Forest,

EnvironmentandEcology,Sh. Bali

Baghat, Despite his pressing

engagements , extended his

wholehearted

supportto the firest ever food festival

hostedby thedepartmentof Ecology,

EnvironmentandRemoteSensing.

Sh. R. K. Gupta, IAS,Pr. Secretary

Foreststo Govt. of J&K, wasthe

guest of honour. He emphasizedthe

need for conservation of rich

biodiversity

of the state and appreciated an

innovativevalue addition to the local

forest

edible products of Kashmir which

havea promisingpotentialto generate

sustainable livelihoods. Chairman

Pollution Control Board Sh. Ab.

Razzak,

IFS, also spoke on the occasionand

congratulatedthedepartmentfor

conducting first of its kind ñForest

FoodFestival.ò

Sh. O.P. Sharma,Director, Ecology,

EnvironmentandRemote

Sensingsaid that the Forest Food

Festival was organizedwith the aims

of

Forest Food 
Festival

familiarizationwith local edibleplantdiversityof

neighbourhoodin urban

centres, spreadingawarenessamong youth on

local Kashmiri,Pahadi, Shina,

Urdu, Hindi namesof forest edible resources,to

broadenfood-basespectrum

from locally availableforestfood resourcesasan

alternative to unforeseendisturbancesand to

mitigate severity of climate change in case

cultivatedcropsfail andshortageof commodities

hit thepoor& deprived

sectionsof society.

Sh. RakeshMathur, founder of Eco-tourism

societyof India highlighted

the importanceof wild foods in the backdropof

climatechangeandsaidthat

nowhere in India has ever organized such an

innovativeeventandit is

pioneeringeffort on the part of the departmentof

Ecology,Environmentand

RemoteSensing. Thememberof thecivil

societygrouprepresentedby

FaizBakshiof EPG,laid stresson properplanning

of naturalresourcesin the

state.Dr. Raja MuzaffarBhat, founder member of 

Centre for Conservation of

Culture and Heritage (CCCH) stressed need for 

linking the forest food value

addition with tourism industry in focus. 

He emphasized need for establishing

forest food outlets at select eco-tourism 

destinations for promotion of

nutritional, herbal, medicinal and edible 

forest products.

Sh. NisheethSrivastava, Principal, 

Institute of Hotel Management,

acknowledged the innovative role of 

Mohammad Yasin, faculty (IHM) in

standardizing forest food based cuisines 

for the first time in the state of J&K.

Certificates of appreciation were 

distributed by the Chief Guest to various

participating stake holders.

A stall of medicinal and edible forest 

products like Hand

(Taraxacumofficinale), Wopalhak

(Dipsacusinnermis), Ubaj (Rumex

nepalensis),

Prezdar(Eremurushimailicus), Nunar

(Portulacaoleracea), Suchal

(Malva neglecta), Drubhak(Polygonum

aviculare), Machran

(Bistortaamplexicaulis), Tethven

(Artemisia absinthium), Kambei

(Solanumnigrum), Aakhreor Chhanch

(Rubusniveusor Rellipticus),Tromba

(Fagopyrumesculentum), Kala zeera

(Buniumpersicum), etcalong-with 

cuisines

prepared out of these resources was 

displayed.

The concept and display of first ever 

forest food festival was appreciated by

one and all who participated in the event. 

Vote of thanks was presented by

Sh. Ab. Rashid Mir, IFS, Regional 

Director, Kashmir.
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food insecurity due to climate 

change 

He said global efforts are being made to

developa consensusto jointly fight against

the challengeof climate changewhich is a

greatthreatfor themankindin thepresentera.

Describingthe ScienceExpressExhibition a

unique initiative by the Union Ministry of

Science& Technologyand Indian Railways

with active support of several other

organizationsto educatethemassesaboutthe

environmentprotection and conservationof

other natural resourcesin the country, the

Minister saidthat the initiative will go a long

way in reaching out to large number of

people,especiallythestudentswhich arereal

ambassadorsfor generatingawarenessabout

this noblecause.

Addressingthe studentsand teacherson the

occasion,Mr. Bali Bhagatsaid that students

are real ambassadorsand can very effective

in spreadingawarenessaboutthis important

subject in the their homes

Mr. Bali alsocalleduponthefunctionaries

of the Environment and Ecology

Departmentto chalk out a well thoughtout

strategy and a calendar of activities to

launch a vigorous State-wide awareness

campaignwith the supportof all important

stakeholders of the society.

Minister of Statefor Finance,PawanGupta

also spokeon the occasionand highlighted

the importance of environment. He also

appreciatedthe conceptof ScienceExpress

and said that the train will attract large

number of people acrossthe country and

achieve the objective of generating

awarenessaboutthe environmentprotection

and climate change.

Among those present on the occasion

included, Principal Secretary Forests,

RakeshGupta,Principal Chief Conservator

of Forests, A. K. Singh, Director Soil

Conservation,Ravi Kesar, Director Social

Forestry, Suresh Chug, Director

Environment& Ecology,Dr. O. P. Sharma,

Chief Conservator of Forest, Jammu,

RoshanJaggi, Conservatorof Forests,Brij

Mohan Sharma, DFO, Udhampur and

district officers of variousdepartmentsand

large number of studentsand teachersof

variousschools

UDHAMPUR,20 NOV 2015 Highly

impressedby the conceptof Science

Express Exhibition in the moving

train that remained stationed at

Udhampur Railway Station from

Nov 17 to 20, Minister for Forest,

Environment & Ecology, Bali

Bhagattodaysaidthat it is oneof the

bettermediumsto spreadawareness

amongst the masses about

environmentconservationand issues

relatedto climatechange

across the country.

During his visit to ScienceExpress

Exhibition at Udhampur Railway

Stationtoday, the Minister said that

environmentand global warming is

thebiggestthreatto themankindand

it needs to be dealt with fullest

determination and coordinated

effortsby variousstakeholdersof the

societyat different levels.

Science Express Climate Change 

special Arrives in Jammu

òScience Express Exhibition Better Medium to Spread Environment 
Awarenessó  Mr. Bali Baghat , Minister for Forest, Environment & Ecology,       

J&K Government
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In connection with the celebrations of

InternationalMountain Day, the Department

of Ecology,Environment& RemoteSensing

todayorganizedan impressiveprogrammeat

Government Higher Secondary School,

GurahSalathiain PurmandalBlock of Samba

district. Minister for Forests, Ecology &

Environment,Bali Bhagatwaschief gueston

the occasion. Speakingon the occasion,the

Minister highlighted the significance of

mountainsandenvironmentin our dayto day

life and said that it is the duty of every

individual to protectall the naturalresources

around them to secure their future. He

expressedconcernoverthealarmingsituation

thathasarisendueto constantdegradationof

environmentandruthlessdeforestation.

He said almost entire world is so much

concernedabout this important issue and

efforts are being made to develop a

consensusto effectivelydealwith themenace

of climatechangeandglobalwarming.

He stressed the need for a state-wide

comprehensiveawarenesscampaignthrough

different mediums to educatethe masses

aboutthe adverseimpact of climate change

on the living beings and need for

conservationof all naturalresources.

Asking the studentsto develop a habit to

plant one sapling on their every birth day,

theMinister saidthattheendeavorcanbring

a miracle and soonthe Stateof Jammuand

Kashmir lead in promotionof environment

and green cover. He said studentsare the

best ambassadorswho can spread the

messageof environmentconservationand

they needto be educatedon this vital issue

in thedaily schoolassembly.

Several speakers including, Director

Environment,Ecology & RemoteSensing,

Mr. O.P. SharmaVidyarthi, formerPrincipal

Chief Conservator of Forests, Mr. S.D.

Sawtantra and other experts expressed

concernover the environmenthazardsand

called for concretestepsto savethe nature

to make the earth planet a better place to

live.

International Mountain              

Day 2015

SAMBA, 11 Dec 2015
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Climate times is an annual periodical

reviewing the functions and events

organized or collaborated by the J&K

Climate Change Center

One day workshop on 

Climate change concerns, adaptation & 

mitigation

In the backdrop of climate change to

havefood securityfor vulnerable

from locally availableforest food resourcesas an

alternativeto unforeseen

ic disturbancesand to mitigate severityof climate

changein case

cultivated crops fail and shortageof commodities

hit thepoor& deprived

sectionsof society.
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